For some months Oakridge Seniors Association has been holding Monday meetings at the Parkview Room at Cedarbrae Community Centre in Calgary.  This allows sessions to run that include a drop-in Coffee Club, Card Making & in the afternoon card games like Canasta. There  is concern no proper Covid protocols are  being enforced  in any of the activities. We believe  especially serious where  seniors are  involved. Alternative options for  on-line social gatherings have not been used. 

Monday October 25 2021
Jennifer arrived at 10:30am.  10 ladies and 1 gentleman were playing Halloween Bingo.  The OSA President, a board member, 2 staff members all  present and unmasked, None were wearing masks except Jennifer visible in the background at the rear end of the table. Teresa Keller  claimed masks were only taken off for the photo. However in the photo taken and displayed  in a recent OSA News Letter  no indication masks were in sight. In our opinion Public Health  was  lied to in their communication with Teresa  Keller, OSA Executive Director 
See photos taken by Teresa Keller posted on social media: http://jspeer.com/barrypendergast/OSA_Halloween_2021/

After witnessing this lack of following Covid requirements concern was registered with OSA including the OSA President  after this  Halloween Party celebration where masking and social distancing rules were being ignored. The photos taken by Teresa Keller on social media are a confirmation of a lack of concern for the reasonable Alberta Heath requirements. 

After out previous concerns we understand someone from Alberta Health visited the facility and communicated with the Executive Director Teresa Keller and made her aware of the rules. They clearly understand  these as they are outlined on recent newsletter of December 10, 2021 . See page: http://jspeer.com/barrypendergast/OSA_Meetings2/slides/OSA_Covid_requirements.html

November 29 2021
Jennifer Pendergast decided to drop-in to the Parkview Room  around 12:10pm  just for a brief period and noticed Teresa Keller the OSA Executive Director and Norma were not wearing masks. 

December 6, 2021
Jennifer arrived at 10:50am for a Xmas Card Making Class: 11am  —1pm  checked at the door by Teresa Keller for vaccination identification. Was told by Teresa that Alberta  Health had visited and that it was ok  not to wear masks as long as they had a cup of coffee in front of them and were eating. Keller assured Jennifer  she was very  thorough and everything was up to  Alberta Health standards. Keller noted it was ok to stand up and go to the bathroom but  with masks on. 

Meanwhile  the Coffee  Group  session at the main table, attended by at least 10 people.  No one was wearing a mask for the 2 1/2  hours that Jennifer was in the room. and most were not socially distanced. Jennifer  was at another table about 10 feet away with  5  people and all wore masks and were socially distanced. Jennifer left the card making session at 1:45pm

At 1:30pm Group of ladies entered  to play Canasta - 2 ladies wore masks, 4 did not and there was no social distancing. By then Teresa had left  so these ladies did not have a QR code check and the coffee setup had been been cleaned up. 

December 13  2021 
At 10:45am Jennifer arrived  at the Parkview room for the  Card Making class in the same room as the Coffee Chat Group. She observed 2 men and 6 ladies were  not wearing masks and kept them off till they left at approximately 12pm. A meeting was also taking place with 5 people at the end  of the Coffee  Groups table. None of the participants  were wearing masks and most not socially  distanced. Witnessed no one eating or drinking taking place during  the  meeting. Teresa wore a  loosely fitting  clear plastic mask that only covered her chin and mouth. Had to wait for the meeting to end before the Card Class could start at 11:15am. because part of table set up used by the Coffee group had to be moved to another part of  the room used for the card making.  The moved table was  not sanitized for use by the card makers. Photos taken by Jennifer during this period. Photos IMG_2043 to IMG_2046 : jspeer.com/barrypendergast/OSA_Meetings2

During the card making Garry  Schmidt  an OSA member walked very close to the card making ladies  unmasked. Garry Schmidt made it also clear on social media he was opposed  following the rules. 

Before she left Jennifer  spoke  Teresa about her mask not meeting public health standards and also the non-adherence to Covid protocols  but she completely  ignored her. The interaction was witnessed by others  

December  20th 2021
At the most recent meeting 2 members (not from same household) celebrated a birthday with total disregard for any protocols. No masks insight or social distancing. see photo: See page: http://jspeer.com/barrypendergast/OSA_Meetings2/slides/Birth_day_celebration.html
Overall these experiences leave us of the opinion OSA has no intention of following any sensible rules to prevent Covid  transmission especially now with the Omicron variant. They make anyone who raises concerns feel they are not welcome. Not a surprise that very few of the 190 OSA members attend these Monday sessions nor a major  evening celebration on the 17 December. Simply no trust proper Covid protocols are being followed. 

Contact info: Teresa Keller: OSA Executive Director teresa@oakridgeseniors.ca  (403) 801 7254
Jullie Kearns, OSA President, kearns.julie@gmail.com  
Cedarbrae Community Centre: 11024 Oakfield Dr SW, Calgary, T2W 5G6
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